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that Adahrbaijan and Bactria were early centers of the Mazdayasnian 
faith. There is neither Avestan nor Pahlavi authority for placing Vish- 
taspa in Bactria. 

The Book of Daniel cannot be used to show that the Jews who were car- 
ried in captivity to Babylon became acquainted with that unalterable 
law of the Medes and Persians of which Zarathushtra was a representative. 
This book is a product of the Maccabaean age, and its narratives are 
wholly legendary. There is no mention of Zarathushtra in the Achae- 
menian inscriptions, and the laws imposed by Cyrus and his successors 
were not the laws of the Avesta. The author states that in our gospels 
"the disciple asks of the Saviour : ' Art thou he that should come, or do we 
look for another ? ' " Is this an intentional correction of the Synoptic 
tradition, making the teacher a disciple, and thus helping Jesus to ' ' in- 
crease " and John the Baptist to "decrease ? " In preface and conclusion 
alike we are assured that ' ' Zoroaster is the father of those Wise Men from 
the East who came and bowed before the new-born light of the world in 
the manger cradle at Bethlehem." One would be glad to know whether 
the father belongs as unmistakably as do these putative children of his to 
the realm of myth. Professor Jackson indeed affirms that we know this 
thing from the Dinkart and that from the Zartusht Namah. So we might 
know the name of Adam's daughter from the Book of Jubilees, and the 
names of Moses' rivals in the art of magic from Acts, if we could but re- 
pose faith in the testimony. The fact is that we know nothing whatever 
about Zarathushtra. 

It is not Professor Jackson's fault, however, if he has failed to convince 
us of the probability of his sketch. He has labored hard, evinced a mas- 
tery of the sources that does honor to American scholarship, laid us under 
obligations by the vast collection of material he has brought together and 
approached the mighty personality he has conjured up in a most com- 
mendable spirit. Possibly the work of De Morgan at Susa, or future ex- 
ploration and excavation in other parts of the Persian empire may give us 
actual knowledge to take the place of more or less brilliant conjecture on 
the basis of late and vacilating tradition. 

Nathaniel Schmidt. 

Cornell University. 

Lotze s Stellung zum Occasionalismus. Die Bedeutung der occasionalis- 

tischen theorie in Lotzes System. Von Dr. Ernst Tuch. Berlin, 

Mayer and Muller, 1897. — pp. vi, 48. 

This book falls in two parts : an introduction, and an exposition of 
Lotze' s use of the term 'occasionalism.' The introduction starts out with 
the assumption that things exist, and that they interact. Then the author 
discusses the metaphysical conception of thing and interaction, and finds 
that they fail to explain the facts. 

The second section has three divisions : (1) Lotze's criticism of historical 
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occasionalism, (2) Lotze's theory of occasionalism, and (3) the justification 
of occasionalism as an Hilfshypothese. (1) The conception of occasional- 
ism was intended to avoid the difficulties of causal action between two or 
more things. It was developed by Geulinx, Malebranche and Leibnitz. 
Each system is reviewed in turn and Lotze's criticism given. These were 
all theories of the preestablished harmony, and attempt to account for 
change without the notion of interaction. "As a result of his enquiries, 
Lotze admits that interaction cannot be understood. Nevertheless it is a 
necessary notion for our conception of the world. So far, now, as oc- 
casionalism confines itself to the opinion that the nature of interaction can- 
not be known, it is right, and possesses, as we shall see, a wide-reaching 
significance. But whenever occasionalism attempts to offer a metaphysical 
explanation of the world, which will not require the concept of interaction, 
it goes beyond its limits, and contradicts itself" (pp. 20-21). (2) In the 
development of his own theory Lotze claims that interaction is a fact, 
even though we cannot understand it. Things interact and a change of 
one is the occasion for a change of another. How this occurs we at 
present do not know and Lotze prefers to use the term Veranlassung instead 
of Ursache. Occasionalism is therefore a methodological conception, and 
not a metaphysical explanation of the relation of things. It is a scientific 
postulate, or a Hilfshypothese. (3) The third part is a fuller vindication of 
this theory, showing how it avoids the dangers and limitations of idealism 
and materialism. 

This monograph is valuable for the student of Lotze' s philosophy. In par- 
ticular, it calls attention to the fact that Lotze regards concepts as meth- 
odological, or human ways of systematizing experience, rather than as 
constitutive principles of reality. The style is clear and direct, and the 

treatment sympathetic. 

E. P. Robins. 

Etude critique du materialisme et du spiritualisme par la physique exper- 
imentale. Par Raoul Pictet. Geneve, Georg & Co. 1896. 
In this fascinating book, dialogue, scientific demonstration, and striking 
incidents are found commingled. M. Pictet, avoiding all metaphysic (if 
it is possible for science to get on without metaphysic), starting from 
mere phenomena and availing himself of the concessions of mate- 
rialism, concludes that this system is utterly shipwrecked. Though 
materialism is confessedly dead, yet M. Pictet, feeling a profound com- 
miseration for young minds who have not orientated their thought with the 
facts of science, and desiring to minister a cure to 'spleen intellectual,' 
has undertaken to make the passage from the barest physical facts to 
spiritualism. 

This is not a superficial work. The author rests on the solid ground of 
strict scientific method. The duel between materialism and spiritualism is 
a combat a la mort, and is fought out on experimental ground. By strictly 



